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that he is not as happy at home as you would want him to
be?" "Do you have any suggestions as to ways in which the
school can help him most?"
With his present teaching load, die teacher does not have
time to go to the home of each pupil, nor is the home visit-
ing, under such conditions, the most fruitful endeavor to
which he can devote his time and energy. The services of
the visiting teacher are invaluable, but the small number
of visiting teachers cannot possibly perform the service ade-
quately for a school system.
A less satisfactory method of eliciting information about
home conditions is the questionnaire. Its use appears to be
necessitated because of the dearth of special service. Ques-
tionnaires must be introduced with extreme tact and should
not go beyond the information required for understanding
the child. Needless to say, such information should be kept
in strictest confidence.
Interest Questionnaires. — Interest is an ally of learning
and should be considered in any adequate attempt to under-
stand a child. It is doubtful, however, whether significant
information can be obtained by submitting a check list of
items to classes of children. There is a natural inclination
on the part of individuals of all ages to check the items that
will make a good impression. Docile children aim to please;
dull children are tempted to check items without fully recog-
nizing what their checks mean. Moreover, to generalize
from questionnaire results regarding children's interests is
difficult because a child's interests change when the situation,
the group; and the instruction are modified. Notwithstand-
ing these limitations, the questionnaire has been used ex-
tensively in the study of children's interests. The most
accurate results are obtained from intelligent children who
feel free to express themselves frankly.
A more authentic picture of children's interests would be
obtained from repeated observations in varied situations in
which children are free to choose the activities which they
prefer. In like manner their esthetic judgment may be stud-
ied by noting which poems, pictures, or other works of

